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WUGH WLAUGHLIN, BOSS,

CHARVCTERISTICS OF THE BROOKLYN
DEMOCRATIC POLITICIAN,

Hi< Porsonal Appearance in Old Age-His
jufluence Over His Followers-His Con.
cliatory  Disposition—His Leng Memory
and Uiy Absolute Good Falth—~Navy Yard

parys and  His Rise — Many Charities,
Lably nine out of tan of those to whom
oo came of MoLanghlin is familiar take it for

() thot the Brooklyn Democratio leader
irishn Hugh MeLauvghlin was born

frooklvn, of Irish parentage, aud has lived

el

thors all his life
\oLauehling, he 8 eszentially a product

o Preonklvn No one knows exactly how old
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the boss in character and appearance. He is
about 85, stands 5 feet 5 inches high and wears a
full, close-cropped beard of the exact style of
Gen, Grant's, His admirers compare him to
Grant and it s said that he does not deny the
resemblance, Mr, Shevlin has the reputation
of being, next to MeLanghlin, the most power{ul
rolim.-mn in the Dem¢eratic organization, He
8 trusted ubsolutelz by nis chiel and has rrmt
activity and stubborn perseverance. He ia

d to be the most silent man in Brooklyn.
Men who have known Sheviin for years have
tx"""""l ' never heard him utter a word, This

alent is Lighly prized by the boss,
that the munile of the chief will fall upon the
shoulders of this silent lieutenant,

Every little while it is solemnly announced
that Mr. Mclaughlin is going to retire from
politics, These announcements are sald to
Rive great amusemert to the subject of them,
who has very little idea of retiring, and who

Unlike most of the Brook- | Will probably be found at his post until the final

summons comes. The boss’s brother, known
throughont Brooklyn as “Bub” McLaughlin,
died recently at aripe old ge. He was a conrt

Lt 71 s very near the right mark. Within | ¢Meer in the Supreme Court of Kings county

Ave vears he has aged considerably

< who have ngt geen him within that |

A will be impressed by the notable change
lins undergone,  His step now lacks
ringy character which stamped him hale

f carty at the age of 70, He still retains
t romarkable roddiness of complexion so
rare en of hig age which seems to promise
mi vears of active life. Hiz flgure is as
strieit as an arrow.  He stands 6 feet high,

ar) tall silk hat which he wears, winter
mmer, makes him appear still tallor,

|+ drossas Taultlessly, but plainly, and no
e wonld ever think of calling him other than
& fne-looking man.  His hair, somewhat thin
on the top of the head, is white and inclined to
be wavy, and he has a white mustache, His
keen, bright eves, still undimmed by age, in-
dicate unusual shrewdness and the ability
to read character, two qualities which he un-
doubtedly possesses in a high degree. Those
who know him intimately say that his natural
character is one of extreme amiability, and that
the habitual sternness famillar to those who
have come in contact with him in a political
way s merely assumed. Those who have
ohserved with ocare the boss's physiognomy
will be inclined to credit this. There is a gleam
of Invincible good nature in his eyes which
seoms strangely at variance with the reputa-
tion the newspaper men give him.

Wonder has often been expressed at Boss
Aclaughlin's extraordinary power over men.
Thosa nualities which &(ve a man a kind of

heolute despotism over his fellows are an
eveeedingly Interesting study, and vet when
they are analyzed they are found to consist of
very simple elements. McLaughlin owes his
sicoess to an intense ghrewdness of a rather
commonplace order united to extreme cau-
tion and backed up by a sense of strict honor
fn his dealings with his political associates
e bas never been known to fall in his word
or wittingly to have disappointed the hope,
of those who have placed their trust in him.
His word is always literally as good as his bond
Hi« reputation of unswerving fidelity to his
promisas has stood himu in wonderful stead
during his whole career, and has been a very
considerabla element in his great success,

It i& not necessary to point out that such a
chiarncteristic 18 not at all common among
the run of politicians, though it will invariably
L found in those that deserved to be placed
in the class with the Brooklyn boss, This
qQuality of personal rectitude in dealing with
suhordinates goes hand in hand with a policy
ol remarkable cunning, astuteness and di-
plomacy which would compel admiration {f
it wera not essentially provincial, It is a well-
known fact that MoLaughlin's influence has
a'wavs bean circumseribed by the limits of
Brooklyn. He has naver attempted to ex-
tend his influence to State or national politicss
aud this has oceasioned no small wonder among
those who have watched his career. The
Cwnlty of inspiring loyalty among his follow-
vre s possessed by Hugh McLaughlin in an
cvirnordinary degree, His principal lieuten-
ants place an almost childish reliance on his
opinion, and his word with them is absolute
law.  Events of the past have shown that this
implicit trust has not been misplaced very
often, for it would be difticult to produce a
parallel for Melaughlin’'s long career of al-
most  unbroken success,

The manners and habits of the veteran leader
are  extremely  democratic His offlce at
14 Willoughby street has becone famous.
The iuterior of this office building i{s as une
prepossessing  as8 possible. The place was
formerly known as “Kerrigan's auction shop”
and those who wished to confer with the recog-
nized head of the Democratio party in Kings
county were obliged to plek their steps among
old furniture before they reached a humble-
looking desk In the rear of the place, at which
the boss held his state.  All sort= and con-
ditions of men find their way to this dingy
shirine  of Democracy. District leaders In
eearch of jobs for constituents, lawvers and
even clergymen elbow one another within
the narrow conflnes of the auction shop wait-
ik hours for an audience. ‘These aydlences
are usunlly short and to the point. Tales
ol woe are pourad into the ears of the chief,
and disputes without number are “fixed up.”
In cases of disputes between rival leaders
the arbitrament of the boss IS final.

Unlike some men of strong character and
stubborn instinets, Hugh McLaughlin  has
the faculty of [orgiveness, Some of the men
to him to-day, throukh whose efforts
rome ol bis greatest triumphs have been
woi, wera at one time his bitterest suemies.
Those who have watched certain phases of
his career would not be surprised to see Nena-
tor Coffey, now at dageers drawn, numbered
luter  among his trusted lieutenants. This
utter lack of the implacable fn his character
has proved an mmtln'ahlo benefit to him dur-
fng the course of his long managemeant of the
Brooklyn Democratic machine. His policy
has always been to concillute a powerful fos
rather than to exasperate him, and wit this
end in view he has at thues made concessions
which were thought to be ruinous by his col-
leagues, but in the long run have never
fallnd to vindicate his judgment.

A timely illustration of the conciliatory atti-
tude of the boss may be found in the case of
Mr. Edward M. She ardD:lx:) 13 now on good
terms with the regular moeratic organiza-
tion. Nr, Shepard has opposed the organiza-
tlon tooth and nail for years,and on one occasion

o became an independent candidate for .\lu?-or
for the sole purpose of beating McLaughlin's
nominee,  He huf done incalculable harm
to the regular Democratic organization in
the pust, and the possibility of anything ap-

roaching a reconciliation in_his case seemed
ittle short of a miracle, Yet this miracle
hias actually occurred, and Mr. Shepard i3
now persona grata at the auction shop.

Mr. McLaughlin's extreme reticence as re-
girds interviewing has almost passed luto a
proverh, He is said to be the most difficult to
approach of any man in public life. An inter-
view with him is esteemed a prize, and the man
who can get one of these coveted talks with the
“Boss" is looked up to with considerable envy
In Brooklyn. Innumerable are the devices re-
*oried to in the endeavor to make “the old
man” talk, ns the phrase goes, Once In a while
a daring writer calls at his house for the purpose
of Interviewing him, but he seldom callsforthe
wcond time. Scant consideration Is shown to
the newspaper man who tries to beard the boss
In h's private home. He has made an Inexora-
bla rule that all political business must be trans-
acted in his office in Willoughby street, and
this rule {8 one that he never depurts from
Thera was a time, however, when it was possi-
ble to ses him at his home, and a fow may still
remember the strange scene that used to take
place in front of the Remsen street residence

In those days the Willoughbhy street auction
«hon had not yet heoome the established Mecea,
and the politicians who wanted to see the boss
on hisiness were acenstomed (0 (rmnr down to
Rermson straet and take up their station in line
In “ront of the house, where they waited until it
wis tha pleasura of the leader to come out and
conter with them. When he was good and
rendy he was wont to confer with his satellites,
one by one, as they stood ranged along the
@ottor like 4 «tring of gallery gods in frent of &
theatra  No one seemed to take umbrage at
thic rather inhospitable enstom, for it was well
nuderstood thet nnder no eircumstances would
tho b he willing to profane his private home
vith tha disenseion of polities,  Composing that

aalong the gutter were some men who have
sines arrived at econsiderable prominence, and
!t 15 doabtful if they would care to remember
the days of the “Remsen street chain gang,” as
“cma wag ones termed the exnectant line of
Stitasmen
'\lr, MeLaughlin has a remarkable memory
thit dass not hecome impalred by age, It goes
bk to tha aarlisst campalens in which he was
nooninted and extends to the smallest dotaile
His position in his party naturally brought him

rontact with any well-known inen, of politi-
Al Wstore and his stories of eampaigns of the
tond politieians long since passed awny are
arirenely interssting. He has a remarkable
rv for fades, and even for names, and it
'd of him by an admiring follower
ko Cmwpanr, ha knows the nnmae of every
" his army.” Notwithstanding his very
intance, he has made very few intl-
ndshins, Ha is essentinlly home
nd owt of his time not taken up hy
el afMales is spent with his family.
Wy the man that has been admitted to
B, inthmaey by the boss is JInmes
 long heen known In Brooklyn
wt tristed llewtenant ™ An oil por-
Sheviin ooenpiss a prominent place
vaghlin honsshold.  This favored
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or many vears, and afterward became Under
Sheriff of the county, an offfies he held until the
time of his death, "He had been appointed by
Sheriffs of both political parties, and practi-
cally managed the affairs of the Sheriff's ofilce.

Patrick H. MecLaughlin, sald to be a rela-
tive of the hoss, is the police inspector over
whom there is a row just now because the hoss
wants him to have charge of the (oney Island
inepection district.  William W. McLaughlin,
the deputy Chief of Police, was born in this city
and has been a member of the police force
thirtv-two vears. He was made a captain In
1887, ihspector n 1802, and deputy Chief in
October last

Thera are 270 other Mclaunghling holding office
under the ity government

Hugh MeLanghlin ran for political office once,
This was nearly a generation ago, when he v us
triumphantly elected Register, an offles that
aid the foundation of his sulw«‘nem fortunes,

is genjus for politics showed Itself when he
was very young, and was developed to a high
degree among his associates (n the navy yard,
where he had secured a place as foreman,

Probably the memories of but few go back
‘0 the haleyon days when the navy yard, un-
rlmmello?by eivil service rules, was a domain
over which Democratic politicians asserted and
maintalned almost feudal rights, Places in the
yvard were in those days considered simply as
rewards for political service. Those were the
days when a boss or foreman, or for that matter
& mere laborer, stood in no awe of gold lace.
Nowadays the naval officer no sort of
consideration for the civilian who owes his
'‘ace  in the yard to  political influence.

@ doea not hesitate to snub him on all occasions,
secura in the knowledge that politics cannot
reach him. But it was very different in the days
when young Hugh MclLaighlin worked in the
navy yvard. The politicians were accustomed
to assert themselves in those days, and cfMeers
who regurded their personal comfort were slow
to antagonize them. A Commander who under-

took to disregard the wishes of a politician ran |

serious risk of finding himself in China within &
few months, (n one occasion & certain well-
known politician went to the Captain of the
Yard with a request for an appointment. The
official, who had a contempt far politicians,
&ot on his high horse and treated his visitor
with considerable hauteur. ‘The politician
took things quietly, waited till he of the gold
lace finished his denunciation of politicians,
and said:

‘Good-day, sir. You'll be at sea in three
weeks. " The prophecy was realized,

Friends of “the old man,” as he Is ealled,
know of no flner treat than to get him in a
reminiscent mood when heoverflows with anec-
dotes of the Navy Yard in the days that are
no more. Some of these are highly amusing.
and most of them are at the expense of Uncle
Nam. There is one atory that has goue the
rounds of story tellers  whose humorous spe=«
cialty is the Navy Yard. It seems that in the
palmy days when gold lace stood 1 awe of
the political swaggerer iu his shirt sleeves who
commanded a gang of men in the yard, Uncle
sam was the vietim of a good deal of chicanery
1n those days when steel was as yet unknown
the wooded ships were covered withceopper,
and as they required repairing, the old copper
which was removed was |>|l:-rt up in that part
of the vard bordering on Washington street,
The environs of the Government domain on
this side were then infested Ly a pretty tough

ang whose specialty it was to poach ou the
Navy Yard, aud there was incessant war be-
tween the marines on guard and the gank
One fine morning it was found that a large
accumulation of this old copper hLad disap-
peared. It had been silently removed in the
night. There was a good deal of talk in the
yard about the inciNent, for the loss of the cop-
per was felt severely, as the stufl was used for
minor repairing.  Some weeks passed and the
Government advertised bids for old copper
One day wvisttors to the Washington street
end of the yard saw a blg pile of old copper
which had been sold to the Government au-
thorities. It was examined by persops who
were quite ‘nmlllnr with the heap of old cop-
per which had been pirated away and was
pronounced by ‘hﬂm to be the identioal stuff.

The habita of life of the veteran Democratic
leader are extremely simple, and his longevity
and rugged health are due in no small measure
to this simpllcity. He never uses liquor and
never smokes. Uptoa few {o-urs ago he kept
up the habit formed in youth, of chewing to-
bacco, but this was recently relinquished at
the advice of his doctor. It must have gone
hard with him 10 give it up, as those who have
tested the tyranny of the habit can tesufy

Mr. MeLaughlin has seldom been seen at a
theatre. He fmﬂ. however, attended perform-
ances given in aid of the charities in which his
wite was interested. For society he has little
taste, and the only soclal function which he
attends, and has never missed, 18 the anpual
ball of the Emerald Society, given for the ban-
efit of the Brooklyn orphans. .

One of his chief diversions is dominoes. He
is an expert domino player, and it used to ba
a common thing to see him in the evening
deep in his favorite game (n the meeting roorus
of the G. A. R. In the borough hall. Such an
vecasion was interesting for the chance spec-
tator Tim boss would mingle freely among
the grizzled veterans and seemed to be per-
conally known to all.  Hls partners at the game
are the objects of .-Pw-lul envy, and the man
who can beat him las made his reputation,

Hugh McLaughiin stands high in the sstima-
tion of the Roman Catholic clergy, He is a
sractical Catholic himself and his family has
rom the beginning of his career been Inti-
mately .'wm-.iul.-d with the charitable enter-
rises of his religion. Most of the pastors of
*:Iruuklyn are pnrmnnllr. nd some are inti-
niately acquainted with the noted politician,
It is very often through the intercession of
clergymen that political favors are obtained.
Appeals of this kind made to the boss are un-
derstood to have a special efficacy, for how, -
ever brusque he may be in his intarcourse with
the majority of those who come in contact with
him, he always shows marked courtesy to the
priests of his' Chureh, 7The result of this con-
sideration is seen in the almost universal esteem
which he enjoys among the Roman Catholir
clergy. He has contributed genercusly to the
support of hisChurch and is a familiar and
prominent figure at the various fairs, lawn
parties and enterprises of like nature,

like other political notabilities,  Mr,
MclLaughlin has a passion {or tishing, and
every summer it i3 his custoni to go down to
(ireenport, L. 1, where excellent angling is to
be obtained. During this anoual pilgrimage
of rest polltics is supposed to he entirely es-
chewed by tha boss, but as a matter of fact,
the rullng passion is by no means completely
subdued during this soiourn. The political
small fry of Hrooklyn follow their leader in
considerable numbers to his haven of repose, and
Greenport in the summer isthe sceneof much
political scheming.

Brooklyn Democrats who follow the star of
Bryan are greatly concerned to know how the
boss stands with regard to the new prophet
of the party from the West. It 18 a3
serted in  various quarters that Bryan’s
phenomenal rise to power and the prominence
&iven to silver as an issue wers anything but
agreeable to MeLaughling I the actions of
hls Heutenants may be taken as an indication
he is certainly not to be ranked among the
warm friends of Bryan, vet he has never said
or done anything that could be construed in
the light of absolute hostility to the Nebraskan,
While it is taken for granted generally among
Demwcrats that McLaughlin and his organiza-
tion will support Dryan, it is suspected that
this support will not ba very whole-hearted,
It is said that the incident of a few months
ago in the Hrooklyn Academy of Music still
rankles in the heart of the Brooklyn organiza-
tion men. It will be remembered that on the
occasion of Bryan's recent visit to Drooklyo
McLaughlin's sworn enemies,the supporters of
Senator Coffey, stole a march on their opponents
and captured the national Democratic} leader.
The rebels against the regular organization
owaed Bryan that night and exploited him
for all they were worth, to the intense chagrin
of the boss and his leutenants,  Senator Coffey,
the branded political heretic, walked down the
Academy stage arm in arm with Bryan amid
the thunders of the unwashed from Red Hook.
The tact that Bryan, whether he intended |t
or not, appeared as the warni triecnd of the
rebels against constituted authority was asource
of the deepest chagrin to MeLaughlin,  He
« said to have referred to the Nebraskan in no
complimentary terms on that oceasion.

Mebanghlin is known to be against the silver
ideas of Bry an and it is cartain that almost any
other candidate would have been  accet-
able to him. This known coldness of the
leader is the cause of considerable worn
to Bryan's (riends in Kings county, and now
and then one hears the ory of treachery raised,
The fact is that there would be a good many
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| of a rich east Pennsylvania farmer.
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which the attention of her husband,
her mtun.lr charitable disposition disposes
her to help those who are ing employment
under t| ty. Bhe is often asked to put in &
w with her all-powerful husband,

done it with effect. The Brook-

1 leader has been singularly hﬂn;: in his
His daughters, Helen and

and favorably known in

Laura, are widel
goclety across t river. The former, who

!

was the widow of Dr. Alexander Carroll, mar- '

ried Mr. Willlam F. Courtney, and Miss
Laura was recently married to Dr. Roche of
Brooklrvn. Both weddings were made occa-
slons for testifying to the respect entertained
for Mr., McLaughlin. His friends showered
presents upon the brides.

IN MENORY OF THE DEAD.

Quaint Customs and Saperstitions of East
Pennsylvania Farmers.

“Oh, ves, I'll always keep our dead mother's
plate at her place at the table,” said the dunghter
“We will
also keep her knife, fork, spoon. eup and saucer
and her napkin. 1 don't know why we do it
only that it is the custom hereabouts among
the large landowners. Whenever any grown
person dies In the family, especially an un-
married daughter or the mother, her plate
at the table is never taken away, save once
a month, when it is washed. No one ever &its
at that place no matter what the crowd is;

no one uses anvthing belonging 1o mother, | ’
, the extent ol a womal's jewelry thirty vears

We hold the place sacred

“Down at the farm of one of our neighbors
they never remove the plate of their oldest
daughter, who died twenty years ago.
the table articles she used to uee are still there,
And no one has ever occupied her narrow
bed in her room. Her things are just like
she left them even to the chinaware on her
bureau. Her dresses are faded and moth
eaten and considerable had to be taken away,
but a good many of her things are still as she
left them.

“There {8 not so much regard shown for
the boys. But when the head of the house
dies his vacant chair at the table 18 never oc-
cupled. No one would dare to take that seat.
At one large farm they kept his piewure in
a frame on his chair until one day the glass
cracked and the frame =plit from =owe un-
known cause. To this day they have an idea
that the old farmer's spirit came back and
fn\'e that pleture a crack because he didn't
ke to wsee it there.  Next they looked
for the plate to be knocked off the table, but
as that didn’t happen they take it for granted
that the farmer thinks that's all right. Over
on another farm, where their oldest son died
ten years ako, his room is closed forever, and
kept just as he left (t, with his gun, boots,
clothes and fishing rods in the corner. They
still enll it John's room, and it will so continue
until the farm passes into new hands Not
long ago the sale of a farm was nearly blocked
when the owner wanted to stipulate in the
deed that a certain room was not to be oeccu=
pied until arter the death of the seller

“We know an aged lady who still pays for
two seats in their church,.  Her husband died
eloven years ago. She pays for his seat and
sha occupies hers, never his, and no one
olse ever sits in that seat. Where a child over

vears of age dies, the «m«- is kept at the
table a short time only. here the child is
15, the plats is kept longer. Where the son or
daughter dies, aged 21 or more, then the plate
Is never removed. I know one place whera
three grown daughters died within a year
of diphtheria. Their plates, in a row, are never
removed, but fresh flowers are frequently
placed near tham.  Their parents and brothers
und sisters have long since ceased their weep-
ing and the table is no wmore sad; but n\'c-r{-
thing ie merry and happy, and they frequently
chat with the dead people just as if they wers
present. 1t does no harm, even if it is foolish,
s some people say. )

“Three years ago an old farmer died five
miles from here. He left seven grown chil-
hren, two sons and five daughters, all unmar-
ried and living at home. here I3 & rule in
the family, and it has been so ever since the
old J{omlnmln diad, that once a week each
child shall spend a half hour in the old man's
big rocking chair, and think of him, commune
with himn, pray for him, ask his advice as to
farm management. They believe that he wants
it to ba thoroughly understood that he is still
the master of that big farm. guesa he is,
too, for the ehildren are running the place on the
cooperative plan, and they are getting along
all right, uppnraml{.

“It is & cotnmon thing for daughters to take
turn about in reading from their dead mother’s
{:rnynr book. That is about the only thilela
elonging 10 a dead mother that may be handl
by the children. A new fashion hereabouts
is to make a frame for a photograph of the dead
one out of the materfal from which her shrou
is made. I saw a very pretty frame made o
pearl and purple silk, ®ome of which had bﬁ‘
used for the gown of a young girl who died.
They say that with the color and material of
the shroud and the photograph of the dead,
the remembrance is more vivid. Probably it
is. White and black material i= not so mnuch
used as herstofors for shrouds among the
farmers of this region. The layer-out of the
dend buys more shroud material than is needed,
and the relatives get some for picture frames.
That is, il the people haven't got their own
shrouds made up long before thay died,

“People have to be very careful of the plates
cups and saucers of the dead. It {8 cons dered
very bad luck if any plece is broken.”

FIGHTS WITHIN TAMMANY.

More District Contests on Now Than There
Have Been for Many Years.

It is many years since Tammany Hall has had
so many district fights on its hands as it will
have at tha primaries on Aug. 20. So far, dec-
larations of war have Leen made in three dis-
tricts and all of the fights promise to be hot ones.
Perhaps the most interesting will be in the
Seventh Assembly district where an attempt
wil be made to wunseat Fast River
Bridge Commissioner James W. Boyle. Mr.
Boyle has repeatedly declared that the
trouble in his district 18 merely sum-
mer politics and will blow over with the
cool weather, but ex-Aldermen Keahon, who
aspires to the leadership, has come out
with a circular letter which indicates that he is
in earnest in his fight against Mr. Boyle and that
he doesn't mean to let up for a moment between
now and the dates of the primaries. In his let-
ter ‘Mr Keahon says that the time has come
when everybody in the district who is attached
to the principles of Tammany Hall must see
that & change in the leadership has become
necessary. Dissatisfaction reigns everywhere,
he says, and the present leader has lost the con-
fldence of the people, of the central organiza-
tion and of the heads of the various city depart-
ments as well. Mr. Keahon announces his
candidaey for the leadership and says that he
will leave no stone unturned to win out in the
contest. He then says: .

“S80 rank have been the abuses which have
made this step necessary and so abandoned the
methods which call for a change that there can
be no wirning back nor ul{ CTY except success
My lifelong residence in this district and the
honor its citizens have done me in twice elect-
ing me Alderman are guarantees that my best
efforts will be made to give the people of the dis-
trict an honest administration of the organiza-
tion and a free voice in its affairs.”

Mr. Keahon has the support of Coroner Hart
and many of the other biggest Tammany men
in the district. Commissioner Boy in Kan-
was City at present assisting in the Vice-Presi-
dential boom of Sulzer.

Another interesting fight is to be in the Thirty-
first district, whera former Police Justice Welda
is going to try and relegate Isaac A. Hopper to
the rear. Last year Mr. Hopper ran aga'nst
Mr. Welde, who was then leader, and succeeded
in giving him a bad beating. Mr. Welde has
been planning rovenge ever since,  He will not
run this year for the leadership, but he has an-
nounced the candidacy of William J. Kennedy,
who i a clerk in one of the district courts in
Harlem. Both sides aro rallying their fcrees
and an interesting flght is expected.

John J. O'Brien, formerly an {nspector in the
Department of Highways, will renew his fight
for the leadership of the Thirteenth district,
against the present leader Peter J. Dooling
Deputy Commissioner of the Department of
Public Buildings, Lighting and Supplies. This
will he the third year of O'Brien’s ght against
Dooling and this yvear he expects Lo win out.
Mr. Dooling's friends are not worrying much
abont the outcome of the contest, Two years
ago when Mr. O'Brien began his fight agrinst
Mr. Dooling he organized his forces and marched
them up Fifth avenue to the Democratic Club,
carrying a big banner on which was printed in

| huge letters: “Stay home from the races and get

dry eyes mmong tha hide-honnd organization !

men in the avent of MeKinley s election.
Probably no woman in Brooklyn enjoys a
wider esteem than the wife of the Brooklyn
Demoeratie leader. Mrs.  McLaughlin - has
been
most aetive women engaged in charity across
the Bridge. She has an extremely agreeable
personality. and her large circle of friends,
including many who have been brought in
contact  with her through her charities,
cherigh for her a regard that almost amounts
to worship.  On the occasion of her serions
Uiness about a year ago the general esteem in
which she was held was shown in a striking
manner  Mrs. McLaughin has been con-
nected for many years with the great charity
of 8t Mary's Hospital. and the notable suecess
that institution has met with is very largely
due to her personal eflorts.  Mrs. McLaughlin

% the channel through which many political |
| the right of the organization to name any ol

favors flow. While she s said to take very

known for a generation as one of the |

|

sd mian 18 the very antitype of ] Lttle terest in the political combinations |

the boys places.” Tt was said at the time, of
()'Brien’s henchmen, that they were “the meas-
liest crew that ever got a permit to march up
Fifth avenue.” The slogan of the O'Brienites
this year will be the same as it was in 1808 and
1899, that the leader who neglects his duties to
20 to the tracks is not fit to hold the place
The fight in the Ninth district between John
(', Sheehan and the Goodwin-Smith faction, is to
be renewed, but as it is generally conceded that
the Goodwinites will win, the contest will not
not be lively or interesting. Mr. Sheehan has
heen consistently turned down by the organiza-
tion, although he is rmll'v the leader of the dis-
trict, and will be until after the August prim-
aries.  Councilman Goodwin was recoguized
as the leader at the recent ineeting of district
leaders at Tammany Hall ealled by John F.
Carroll and although Mr. Sheehan demanded
the right to name the election oMcials from his
district when the lists were filad with the Police
Board on Thursday, the oMcials from the Ninth
were those selected by Mr. Goodwin and Mr,
Smith.  Mr. Sheehan ¢« now testing in the courts

ficials but those selected by himself

" than a hair pin.
All !
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THE USE OF FALSE JEWELS.

THEY ARE WORN WITHOUT CONCEAL~
MENT BY WOMEN NOW

Case of the Polish Princess Who Was Robbed
in London-The Puritan Sense That Dis-
tarbs a Club of Women—HBicycle Skirts
~German Actresses and Their Costumes.

The Polish princess who was supposed to |

Lave lost pearls valued at £50,000 in a lLonden

"hotel and who later begged the police not to

trouble theuiselves about the watter as the
thieves had taken not her original gems, but

reproductions of them, has bLeen the subject |
of more ridicule than sympathy since her loss, |

She seemns to have made the unpardonable
mictake of allowing hersell to be found out,
Few persons believe the story that sho always
wore reproductions or her jewelry while trav
elling, rather than risk the luss of the real
stones, and (he opinlon most frequently ex
pressed condewns her for having called at
tention to the matter.

The wearing of false jewelry is one of the
things that women now do without conceal
ment, although the women of a lormer gen
eration would have considered it beneath their
dignity to wear a stone that was talse, it
might be that an amethyst or a garnel was

4g0, or she might bave nothing niore valualble
But she was very much bet
ter satistled with such things than she would
have been with a string of false pearls that
eame to her knees. The woman ol to day
would rather have the lalse, pearls, however,
and the probabiiities are that she would have
very little ngm-twn to letting her !riends
know that she was not adorned with the gen
uine article, )

Pearls in particular are very becoming to
certain women. In chains and necklaces
they produce effects that are not to be gut
from any other kind of jewelry. It is not in
the power of every woman who knows that
her looks would.be improved hy a string ot
pearls to pay the prohibitive price asked for
them. So with pearls began the wearing ol
talse jewelry which years ago would have
been thought inconceivably valgar snd in
hopelassly bad tuste,

tt i= not wholly economy that has made
these false stones popular.  Women who might
own the genuine prejer to have the newedl
and most becoming settings, For less thun
the average jewcller would charge to reset
stones, it 1% possivle to buy the lnutatons
w hich in many cases, notably pearis, are scuree
lv to be distinguished Irom the genwne. A
new view of artificial jewelry is also coarac
teristic of the women who wear it to day. 1 hey
do not as a rule intend that the jewels shall he
mistaken for genuine stones,
ols are worn by women who could not begin
to afford to vay for such stones if genuine,
and their intention is not 1o deceive their (riends
into believing that they have become pos
sessed of anything so valuable.

The princess in London was supposed to
have remarkably valuable jewels, and  for
that reason her exposure had its comic side
I she had (rankly admitted to her Iriends
that the pearls were imitation, she ndght not
have heen langhed at. It i more the custom
abroad than In th!s country for women to have
valuable family jewels imitated, rather than
run the risk of losing the originals. But even
in Europa this is done only by ﬁvr-um with
whom jewelry has a certain significance. Roy
altins, for instance, who wear jewels lo‘rull
attantion to their rank on certain occasions,
may wear exact duplications in artiflelal stones
of their real possessions, But imitation jew
olry under other circumstances is likely to
mean that the owner could not or did not care
to pay for the genuine, And fashion does
not nowadays lonk upon that state of affairs
as in the least out of the way, unless there has
heen an unnecessary attempt to make them
seemn the rea! thing.

The Puritan sense that lies deep {n the hearts
of most American women has recently been the
cause of discord in an organization that might
be expected to be little affected by It. Internal
dissension of a very serious character is sald
to be raging now in a club whose membership
{s confined almost exclusively to the women of
the stage and one or two allied professions.
The women in it have been in professional
careers most of their lives and their object in
founding this club was to supply the mutual
help that they could give one another. That
the organization has accomplished its purpeses
admirably cannot be denied. Financially it is
prosperous, and many women have been ben-
efitted through it. Costumes are made for
actresses at a small expense and many other
similarly helpful services are rendered to the
members, Women of all ages belong to the
society and there is apparently no exacting
standard of eligibility, beyond respectability
and identiflcation with the kind of careers to
which the women in the club are supposed to
devote themselves,

Naturally the tests for eligibility for mem-
bership in such a club are not so strict as they
would be in a club for purely soclal purposes,
Professlonal life has never been thought comn-
patible with any such exacting standards.
Twice in its history this club has been racked by
internal troubles that were caused 1o cach caso
by a question of the moral stute of suie wolnan
who ‘md applied for membership or had suo
ceeded in wuumn{ an election, In one in-
stanoe the woman who had been named as a co
respondent in a divorce case quietly gave up
her attempt to become a member when she
heard of the storm which the mention of her
name aro . Another woman got into the
club before it was discovered that she had once
had the same experience, Consaguently sonin
of the members are hurrying o send in ther
resignations as soon as possible in order that
they mayv no be e smirched by association
with aclub that contains a co-respondent, Others
are declaring that too little investigation 13

nade concerning the candidates who are care
ossly recommended by good-heurted acquaint
ances anxions to do them a favor and less
thoughtful of the welfare of the club,

Almost incredible, however, is the story told
of one former member who resigued when Mrs,
lLangtry was admittad, on the muynd thut she
was not a proper person to be received into the
club.  The woman who withdrew was undoubt -
odly of high respectability, but her action in
retiring from a club of three hundred women
or more merely because Mrs, Langtry was
made a member will amuse those persons who
are familiar with the certain kind of position
which the English actress has always movaged
to retain in her own eountry even up to the pres-
ent time. Her daughter has Iately been pre-
sented at Court, and this was che result of the
yoother's friendship with powerful persons, as
the Le Breton family was not entitled 1o any
sueh  distinetion,  Other instances could be
eited to prove that Mrs, Langtry to this day en-
,‘o?w soclal recognition enough to entitle her to
Jo!
other wornen o resign.

The club has lost many of its members through
resignations founded on no better gronnds, and
the existence of the organization which was in-
tended to help women In their professional life
is already threatened bhecanse one or two per-
sons who have heen admlitted do not come up to
all the club members’ standard of conduet. It
is a sinaular thing that opposition to this spirit
in tha organization comes only from its two
oldest members, actresses who have been on
the stage for so many veara that they have
grown gray In its service, They are the only
ones who have protested, and have hegged
members to show some greater charity, and
ahove all, to try to bear in mind the prirciple
on which the club was founded. That was to
make the lives of [ts members happier by mu-
tual help and sympathy

The Trench ecclesiastical authoritles have

been having trouble with the skirt and 1h»1

hievola ever since the two bacame closely as-
sociated. It was Cardinal Richard who not long
ago declared that priests should not rida in their
cassocks becanse it compellad them to use
women's wheels and tha resulting spectacle
was not regarded as edifying. That effort to
geparate the skirt and the bicycle marked an
esarlier stage of the bieyela's popularity than
the ona which has just attracted the attention
of Pariz

Outside of the capital the bicycle has not
passed out of use to the same extent as in Paris,
0 the bioycla costume is stlll a matter that
actively intarests the women of the provinces
The situation is the same in France that it is
here to-day. In the country, where the bicycle
{8 & necessity, It is as much in demand as it ever
was, whereas In the cities, where it was always
no more than a fad, it is seen less frequently,
and bicyele dress as a toplc of interast is as dead
as a door pail. It is from the provinces that
the last aceloaiastic to become active in the dis-
cussion of the skirt and the bicyels sends his
vehemeant pn»YM.

The Archbishop of Rouen has denounced tha
divided =kirt worn by most of the women riders
in France in terms that make its final disappear-
ance seem a matter of only a short time. He
bases his ohjection to the bifurcated skirt first,
on the ground that it is unwomanly, and, sec-
ondly, on the more orthodox ground that the
wearing of such a garment by a Christian wo-
man is unchristian. The prissts of his diocesa
have been instructed to continue the Church's
warfare against this garment, and the first
militant step taken by the Archbishop was to
refuse admission to women who came to the
Cathedral wearing the despised costume

Rouen is a central point for many French
ey clists, and wost of women o Shese par-

Oiten the jew- |

n a club of actresses without compelling the |

tles arrive in divided skirts. But they ard not
allowed to enter the Cathedral unless they take
advantage of the opportunity held out by the
verger. He has laid in a stock of an%-klru
that are rented to women mlvlﬂ in ic¥vle
dress of the kind which the Archbishop has for-
bidden, ‘They pay a franc apiece for the use
of the long skirts and the compromise satisfies
the spirit of the ArchblnhoP'u prohibition.

e women of KRouen who wear bifurcated
skirts when attending to the ordinary affairs of
life are not finding it s0 easy to overcome the
episcopal objections to thelr style of dross
It has mro-sd{ begun to disappear and the only
| visitors who have to cover themselves with an
extra skirt in order to enter the historie church
will be those strangers who have not heard of
| the Archbishop’s prohibition.

Bieycle llrmwu* for women ceansed to be a
| consideration in the Unitod States five years
ago, althoug'i the question was flereely dis-
cussed for awhile, The excitement that ac-
companied discussion of the bicyele skirt, the
fleres debates as to Lloomers and divided
skirts are all amusivg enough to remember
now in view of the absolute neglect of the
bicyele by American women now. Is utility

K

STRENGTH OF THE BOER FORCES.

| A Carefsl Calculation by Mr. Michael Davitt |

|

«till keeps it in use during the summer months, '

but there is no time now for thought of the
whieal itself, much less of the style ol skirt that
ktyle or Archbishops may suggest. ‘The only
bievele skirt that is ol interest in the Upited
States nowadays is one that has lasted over
into the golf period

‘x,\'v‘ur'n trinl has shown how much the women
of the German stage stood in need of the society
formed to help thom.  Its particular object is
to supply costumas to aotredses in noed of them
The leading spirits in the organization are a
munber of titled women, actresses and wonen
iutarasted in the wellare of their sex,

The costume question has for some years

been one of the most absorbing to the actresses
of Germany. They receive very small salaries.
The plays in which they appoar are frequentl?
changed. In all the theatres classical as well
as modern plays are

ﬂwn and an actress must
have a large wardrobe to be prepared for the
various parts she is called on to play. There
is another and more potent cause, however,
for their need of new costumes. It has been a
fad for the women in the larger cities during
recent years todress as elaborately as possible.
This or that woman became ramous for her
toilets, and other actresses without equal means
undertook to rival her. This expensive dress-
ing on the stage is a feautre of the luxury that
hasrecently come into German life, One Jmutm
in Berlin has a reputation especially based on
the beautiful dressing of the women there.
For som= of the actresses who received large
+ salaries this course was possible.  But for most
of them it was astruggle not to be kept up,

I'he passion tor dressing spread to the pro-
vincial towns, where salaries are smaller and
the strugele harder stll. The pay of thesa
wornen 1= incredibly small, and every year at
the mesting= of the Confederation of German
\ctors attempts have been made to improve
the sitnation. An agreement has finally been
‘ reached between the actors and managers by

which the latter are to furnish all classical and
Listorical costumes to the women members of
i their companies atter this year. But this
measure only relinved the sttuation partly, and
the society was formed which has sinee ivs exist-
ence done 50 much to lighten the burdens of the
uctresses,

It was not alone struggles against poverty
that this group of wowen set out to ameliorate,
but their work had also an ethical purpose,
The members of finportance in court and social
Jile pladeed themselves to give all their dresses
for which they no longer had any use to the
actresses and promised to urge thelr friends
to do the same.  Ba!l gowns [n particular were
solicited, and wealthy actresses promised to
give for the use of their loss fortunate sisters all
the costumes that they no longer needed.
Branches of this society wera established in
Berlin, Vienna, Munich and the other leading
cities

press in Germany is rather an economical
affair, compared to the expenditures for the
same purpose in some other countries. But
there was a sufflcient supply forthcoming to
accomplish a great work during the first year
of the society's existence. A surprisingly large
number of actresses were assisted by the society,
wm«'h{nrm’nd a splendid reason for its existence
when the report of its first year's labors was
made public. The society has started on its
second year of axistence with a larger member-
ship than it had at the outset and with the prom-
ise of even greater eMciency.

SURE SHE WAS HIGH BORN.

Self-Manufactared Romance of a Young
Woman Vanishes in a Police Court,

Magistrate Hogan, who has served in the
police court many years, had one of the
strangest cases of his experience the ather day
whenin the West Side court a girl declared that
it was her belief that the woman who appeared
with her as her mother was not her parent.
The case was that of a Miss Florence Stancliff
of 7 West 102d street, Her mother, Mrs.
Catherine Stancliff, who sald she was deter-
mined to have her daughter obey her, obtained
w summons commanding the girl to appear be-
fore the Magistrate

Miss Stancliff appeared in court with a law-
rer, whom =he had summoned as soon as she
f.-unod she had to go to court. She is not 18
rears old, according to her mother, but she is
ull grown and is strikingly hand=ome. When
Magistrate Hogan asked Mrs. Stancliff what
the trouble was the mother replied that her
daughter was a good girl except that she was
too independent und impudent

“She even declarss at times,” said Mrs Stan-
cliff, “that she is not my danghter ™

“Well, 1 have grave doubts that she is my
mother,” said the girl in a very cool way,

The Magistrate immediately became some-
what nettled. He looked hard at the girl and
then said:

“We'll give you a chance to find out.
will come hera Tuesday morning ™

The girl's lawver suggestod that Tuesday
morning would be inconveniont, as Miss Stan-
eliff was working in a departient store earn-
ing her own livir

“She will come here Tuesday morning,” in-
sisted the Magistrate. “1 am not apo’
to her either for tolling her to come hera then.

Miss Stancliff appeared in court ‘‘uesday.
she was accompanied by an older wo nan who
said she was acting as the girl's chaperon,
Mrs, Stanclil didn't appear azainst the girl,
When the case was called Miss Stancliff's lawyer
said that the girl was very sorry for having
made the statement about her mother. Mag-
jstrate Hogan lectured her severely, telling
her xhe ought to go down on her knees to her
mother and beg ner mother's pardon. She
herself might be a mother some day and then,
he said, how would she like to have her own

daughter repudiate her?

’l'ﬁa irl's chaperon said that Miss Stan-
oliff had been Nattered, she supposed, by her
many admirers and had, moreover, read a lot
of novels of none too heavy weight. Her
reading had made her believe that she had a
romance in her life, that she was possibly the
daughter of a very rich man or of a family of
high rank in society, This 1dea, she said, had
actually grown so ~trnn3 in the girl's mind
that in order to {w-rsu.-a @ her and convince
her the parents obtained a copy of thecerti-
flecate of birth, filed when she camse into this
world. Then at last she was convinced, al-
| though apparently gorry to see her prospective
| romance fade away into nothingness.
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| guns been from the first

in & Letter From South Africa.

From the Dublin Freeman's Journal,
BRANDFORT, April18.—Lieut.-Col. Trichardt,

| Commandant of the Boer artillery, has his

camp some three miles from here, and 1 went
out there yesterday afternoon to see his guns
and learn the truth about the part alleged to
have been played in the handling of them dur-

ing the war by that English bogey “the foreign |

offlcer.”

The Commandant is a glant,
4 In height, and of corresponding build.
He is 52 vears old, but does not look it. His
hair is black and curly; eyes dark brown, face
and expression®jolly,” rather than intellectual
looking, giving vou the impression of meeting
a huge impersonation of Longfellow's village
blacksmith. He has been the chief oMcer of
the Transvaal artillery since 1507, and has been
in the force from 1880,

Previous to the Jameson raid the Transvaal
artillery had just a force of 100 men, To-day
its strength in men is over 1,000, All these

are carefully trained men. Eight-tenths of
them are voung Transvaalers, and the re-
mainder (with a few exceptions) Free Staters,

There are three officers and oue private, Hol-
landers, two subordinnate offieers who
Germans, o First and second 1ientonant, and

"this acconnts for tha whole of the “foreign

officers” emplos ed i the Federal armies ngainst
“the finest artillery in the world,” as some
sarcastic critic deseribed that branch of the
English armyv early in October last!

0 coolly and carefullv served have the Boer
v ; dav of the conflict
unu&_now. and s0 wild and reckless has Leen
the English firing, that only four men of the
Transvaal artillery force have been killed
and twentv-flvea wounded throughout the whole
war. This mav appear to thereaders of F.r;ﬂish
reports from the British armies as incredible
but it is, on the contrary, abgolutely correct.

The Boers have lost, in the same time, one
Krunp quick-firing gun, two quick-firing Nor-
denfaeldts, one Maxim Nordenfeldt, with two
howitzers rendered useless (but not lost). On
the other hand, the British have lost four moun-
tain-battery guns, taken by the Boers at Nichol-
sons Nek: ten (15-pounders) at Colenso, and
seven (flva 15-pounders and two Maxims)
at Sannahspost a fortnight ago—in all twenty-
one guns, twenty of which, I am told, are now
doing service on the side of the Boers against
their former owners

Ona of the military attachés, represanting
ona of the great Continental armies with the
Boer forces, told me a fow da'« ago that the
Engligh artillery, its offfeers and men, were,
in efficienev, as comnared with the Boer guns
and gunners, what the Spaniards were in ther
engacenents with the Americans on sea an
land in the recent war.  He expressed himsel
as absolutelv astounded at the jgnorance,
want of effective training and weneral inca-
pacity of the British wwhen using the'r artiller:
He had not the slightest hesitat on in declaring
that had the Boers onlv snceeeded in getting
in the twenty batteries of Creusol guns which
thev had ordered, but could not get delivered
in time, the Fnglish forees, despite thair enor-
mous numerionl superiority, wonld be dofend-
ing Durban and CaveTown at the present nio-
ment against their Federal assailants. These,
he asserted, were the views of every expert
officer who had watched this war from the
lmfmninr. and the renorts which these attaches
will send home to their respective Governments
or military chiefs will doubtless embody thesa

lusions,

On returning from Trichardt's camp Capt.
Aassell of the American scouts came to m\
room in the Brandfort Hotel and gave me a
long talk on the war and his experiences, The
Captain 2 onlv 31 vears old. He is. however.
an old hand in many of the wavs and qualities
which go to the making of a suecessful scout,
He is of medium height and slight build, alert-
looking but no way striking in appearance,
He is what the girls would term good-looking;
wears a sort of dark grav uniform and rides a
fet black horse with the ease of n Texan cow-
hoy. He is a native of New Jersey and canie
to the Rand to make money some ten vears
ago. Remained six vears, went home to
America to foin in the fight with Spain, but
arrived about the time “the show was all over”
n Cuba, &0 eama back to South Afriea and
landed at Durban jnst ag the ultimatum was
Inunched. He bought a horse, rode through
to the Transvaal and was in time to take part
In the flrat fight at Dundee,

Capt. Hassell has 100 men in hia brigade
of scouts, They are nearly all German-Amer-
feans —Outlanders who were employed in or
near Johannesburg when the war broke ouf,
and who foined the Boer forces, The brigade
‘naa not heen long organized as a body of scouts,
Hut almost avery man has been in the fighting
from the commencement, and the Captain has
therefore a force of very experienced men at

disposal. Some Texan cowboys joined
him ten days ago and he informs me that more
recrults are coming from Chicago in the courss
of a week. He has penetrated south within
threa miles of Bloamfontain with some of his
command and has brought back useful in-
formation for Gen. De)a Rey. Hae has also had
several vatrol skirmishes with tha Epglish
around Table Kh{m' and has provided his men
sinee forming them into a speclal corps with
lenty of valuable work, along with that most
ascinating of all the occupations of warfare,
seouting round the enemy's positions.

There is a rival body of 100 Russian
scouts attached to Gen. Philin Botha's com-
mand at Ogspruit eamp, whithor I am going
to-morrow, and they have made an enviabla
reputation for their daring adventires bavond
the British lines, They are permitted to act
as they please, and are an independent body,
subject, of coursa, to the service of the General.
to whoimn they report daily. Their Colonel and
three of his men actually penetrated into the
English encampment just outside of Bloem-
fonteln, and brought back a most accurate
sketch of the whole place including the axact
osition in which the English guns are placed

hey are mostly Cossacks from the rezYona of
he Don, and rival the young Boers of Phil

otha's commando in their splendid horse-
manship.

Haying during the past fortnight seen all
the European volunteers and Americans,
too, in the Boar forees, excenting the Russian
scouts just alluded to, the two Trish brigades
now mﬂn& with the Commandant-General

Natal (whose Colonals -Blake and Arthur
snch -1 have already met on several occasio
in Pretoria) and the other foreigners includ
in the Boer commando at Fourteen Streams,
at \\epenof'. and in Natal, I venture to nssert,
with absolute confldence in the statement,
that (leaving out the Outlanders who volun-
teerad from the district of the Rand at the
outbreak of the war) there ia not a man more
than a thousand men serving as “foreign vol-
unteers,” fn the federal armies. 1 put down
the numbers in nationalities, as follows: 120
Russians, 100 Americans, 100 Trish, 100 Ttalians,
150 Germans, 290 French and 200 Duteh

I cannot speak with the same confidence
as to the natlonalities among the Outlandera,
They are scattered over all the commandoes,
and are not easily segregated for the purpose
of numeration. T'hey are variously estimated
in total at from 5,000 to 10,000 men. I incline
most ktrongly to favor the lowest of these asti-
mates, and for this reason: Take the case of
the Irish Brigades, including Rand Outlanders
and Volunteers. They are declared in America
and in Treland to be about 3,000 strong
beljeved thisto be about the number hefora T
loft homa. [ now know that the two brigades
combined never numbered 800 men! There
probably are 500 more Irish and Irish-Ameri-
cans to ba found among the Free State and
Transvaal Boer commandoes, men who volun-
teered from Johannesburg and other places In
which they work ed or resided; but they have
not grouped themselves under any name or
nrfn}?lzntlon. ,

ave seen during the last month, in my
inurne,vlnz from commando to commando in
he two republics, more than half the forees
at present in the fleld on the Boer side. T am,
I feel certain, informed with every honest in-
tention to give me truthful flgures by Generals
and oMcials with reference (o tha strength of
the forees now fighting at Fourteen Straams,
Wapener and elsawhore, in places which 1 have
not visited: and I aMrm that there has not been
at any time from the 12th of Octoher last unti
this day, a man more than 35,000 men, all told -
Boers, Afrikanders from the Cape and Natal,
Outlanders and foreigners combined - in the
field against the British army.

NUTMEG STATE LIGHTNING,

A Man 80 Years O0ld Killed -Chime of Bells
Destroyed In a Fire,

WINSTED, Conn.. June 30 —~The residence
of Zebina Cleveland was struck by llghtning in
eight places on Thursday and Lyman Beecher,
aged 80, who was sleeping on a lounge, was
instantly killed. Mr. Cleveland who had been
an {nvalid for several years had a most miracu-
lous escape from death. He was sitting near
the bed when the bolt entered his room and broke
one of the bed posts short off, split another
bed post which was nearest him, scattered the
bedstead frons, scorched the bedding, broke
down great patches of plastering, burned the
card of a picture over Cleveland's head so that
the picture fell to the floor in pieces, burned
the carpet up to Cleveland's feet and finally
tossed him out of his chair. He was uneonseious

several minutes. Mrs  Cleveland and  her
danghter Sadie who were (0 the adjoining
room, were badly shocked. The ouly mark
on the dead man's head isa little hole in the top,

At New Hartford a bolt enterad the barn of |

iram B. Holeomb whera William Lander was
nessing a horse. The boy was knocke
unconseious. Holcomb rushed into the barn

and saved the lad bafora the faies reached him
His condition is serious, At Norfolk the harn
of Carl Stoeckel, a milllonaire, was fired by
lightning and totally destroved, The cosuy
Battle ohimes, which were stored in n building
and Vermont, a high-bred horse, ware lost. ane
talling a damage of 815000, In North Goshen
four barns owned by (', J. Hallock were ignited
by a ball of fire and eutirely consumed with
thelr contents, i

some 6 feet

are |

. allowad to pass eyed by

DOBLEY SHOPS FOR-MRS. D,

STARTS

OUT TO BUY A BELT POR
HER AND SUCCEEDS.

Dificulties a Man Experiences in the Purchase
of a Simple Article of Feminine Wear
~Dobley’s Zigzag Course In a Storm and
His Selection of the Very Latest Thing,

Mr. Dobley was at his office when he recelved
this telegram:

Please stop In at Sellemthing's on your way home
and buy me a bell. walst measure, iwenty-one.

HoNORA.

That meant that Mrs., Dobley wanted a beld
in a great hurry, and as they were starting
for out of town by an early morning train Mr,
Dobley supposed that it was to wear with a
travelling dress. He hated to shop, but it was
understood that when a case of necessity arose
he was willing to sacrifice him=elf. So he keps
the essage and stopped off at Sellemthing's
half an hour before closing time. He wone
dered if belts came under the head of notions
or jewelry, but, wishing to be quite sure, he
asked a floorwalker, who said belts were in
the basement.

Mr. Dobley went down in the elavator wone
dering much and asked another man aboud
belts. This man mopped his brow, for it was
a warm afternoon, and repeated inanely, ale
most idiotically

“Belts?"”

“Belts,”
waist. "

“Not on this floor,” said the man reproache
fully,

“They =aid upstairs they were on this floor,*
said Dobley savagely., He hated being sen$
on a wild goose chase about a dry goods shop,
and sometimes it seemed as though it were &
sort of game that the salespeople played on
customers, especially when {t was nearly time
to close.

“We only have athletic belts and swimming
belts on this floor,” said the floorwalker.

“Then what are you talking about?” asked
Dobley. “Where are they?"

The floorwalker designated the directiom
that led to the athletic goods, and Dobley proe
ceeded, although he knew quite well that he
would not find the belt Mrs. Dobley wished
for among them. But he wanted to teach the
floorwalker a lesson in politeness. So he said
to the clerk

“I wish to see some of your newest design®
in athletic belts.”

“Yes, «ir, what size*”

“Twenty-one inches,” said Mr. Dobley.

“We have nothing as small as that,” sald
the clerk. “You'll find those in the children’s
department,

“Your systern here,” said Dobley, *is as
complicated as the reference departments of
the Knowltall Dictionary.’

He strode up stairs and wandered among
the ai<les like a lost soul, looking for belts,
Seeing some things depending from a line
with buckles on them he approached jauntily
and said to the young woman in charge:

“1et me see some of these in your very latest
designs, please.”

“I'he very latest have gun metal and Rhine
stone buckles,” said the voung lady. “Thie
ha= a norse shoe on one and a fleur-de-lis on
the other. Eight dollars a pair.”

‘A pair?” exclaimed Mr. Dobley.
sell 'em by the pair?”

“Usually,” said the young lady, haughtily,

“I only wanted one,” said Dobley; “twentye
ona inches.”

“How many inches?” asked the young lady
in a frightened tone,

“Twenty-one,” said Dobley, " walst measure,*

h"’l‘pu r-a:?(l' mx;\:l-uum doesn’'t matter,” sadd

e Doaen 2" dcked Dobley. “I should think

:he ‘il\o}l‘t( _measure would matter considerably

" hese aren’t belts,"said the young womaa.
“They are stocking supporters,

Dobley. “Belts for the

said Mr

‘Do yow

“Oh——" said Dobley, “1 thought——"

“Cawsh!” said the young lady turning her
back deliberately on Dobley.

Mr. Dobley turned away crestfallen. I8

now only lacked fifteen minutes of ¢ and he
knew what to extm-t in the way of u%n
from the clerks at that hour. He saw a

ant faced vyoung woman ntandlnf’ by & counter
full of hats and he approsched ber.

“Can you inform me,"” he said, “where I can
find belts for sale?”

“1 cannot,” she eaid calmly.

“Would you Be good enough to find outl®
asked Dobley in desperation.

“1 would not,” she said haughtily.

“And why not, may 1 ask?” said Dobley.

“Because I don’t choose to", said the young
woman, "and 1 think you are impertinent!”

Just then a salesman came up and mﬁim
the lady a hat which she pin on her
handed him_payment for and left after a loo
of soorn at l;uble)', who perceived that he bha
been addressing a customer instead of a salese
woman.

“Belts!  Belts!” he said hoarsely clutching
the clerk's hand.

'i‘\\'hut kind of belts?" asked the clerk in sure

rise.
” “Not a champlonship belt,” said Dobley
feoBly; “nor & swimming belt, nor an athletio
belt, nor an electric belt, but a belt —:Jemlnln.
Iﬁlt —twenty-one inches, Please le me to
them."”

The man pointed to & counter across th
room where two girls were dusting things an
putting th away. They paid no attention
to Mr. Dobley but carried on an interesting
conver=ation.

“I'm koin’ to Asberry Park on my vacation,*
said one of the girls, “We have the most ele
gant times and two gentlemen friends of m
are goin': the bathin' is splendid! We're goin
to stop At the On-the-beach Hotel, 88 ? .wo'ss
and ice cream Sunda's and Wensda's. It's
best place at the Park and we always-——-

“Please show me some belts,” sald Mr. Dobe

ley. .

“Belts?" said the fnrl.

" l!;‘," sald Dobley. “ladies’ belta—twentye
one inches.”

“Why didn't he wait till we were closed up?*®
said the other girl addressing space.

“What price belts?" asked the saieswoman.

“What price have you got?” asked Doble

"\\‘eahnw them frum 26 cents to $50," ea

the girl.

# \eull let me see some of them," said Dobley,
“How can I tell what T want till I see them?

“fle can't tell then,” said the other girl n’w
addressing space. “He's a !hq_ppor.
alway# come in at six on a hot dak i

“Here are some of the newest belts,” said th
young woman, “This gold braid with & re
turquoise buckle. They are a dollar an inch
and the buckle comes extra.

“lsn't that rather high?" faid Dobley.

“Not for gold belts,” said the girl.

“I think my wife would prefer a plainer sor§
of belt,” sal

“His wife?” sa.d the space talker w_nluatlll

“There i no call for plain belts,” said t {
girl shoving the tray away in the case. “Wha
time is 1t, Mame?"

“Tan minutes to six,” sald the other girl. *K
should think folks know better than to come
in at such a time."”

“Perhaps you'd like to look at 85-cent belts?®
SUgEst Oin girl who was supposed to be
waiting on Mr. Dobley.

“Perhaps 1 would,” said Dobley. “Just le§
me seethem,”

“They're good for a cheap belt,” =aid the
as she slammed one of them out on the counter,
“Of course some people expect to get sterling
silver and double-faced satin for 65 centa,

“Haven't you anything between these and the
real gold?" asked Dobley anxiously

“We have hundreds of different l(ylm of
belts,” said the young woman, “but Tean’t al :v
yout the whole stock unless you give me an idea
:}}u; kind youn want. How about a leathee

el1%"

" \\';-Il, how about 117" raid Dobley. “Let me

pjt?"”

She took out a box of leather belts. There
was a dangerous glitter in her eve

“Do vou think a lady would like one of these
belts?" ha asked.

“It depends on the lady,” said the girl pertly.
“Some would and some wouldn't. That’a an
n’l\d style belt. The pulley belt is the newes$
thing.

“Why didn’t you let me sea them in the fi
place?” asked Mr. Dobley. “That is what
want' the newest thing in belts.”

The girl took out a box of satin belts of dife
ferent colors.  “What size?” she asked,

“Walst twenty-ona inches,” he said

“Then you'll want a nineteen belt.” sald the

girl
“Why should I want a nineteen belt for &
twenty-one inch waist?” he |n<1ul 5
“Because you take two or three inches less
in thesa balts,” explained the 1
“Are you sure of that?” he aske
“T have one on,” said the ,Irl.
“How much are thay?” sald Dobley
“T'wo fifty each,” said she.
“I'll take two,” said Dobln{ desperntely
“Well, well, well' said the girl who talked
to space
Dobley escaped with his belts through a
door, the grating of which had heen put up
oaxcept in one space through which he was
:Fa salsewomen as
though he wera a oriminal. When he got
home he displayed them to Mrs. Doblev
“The very newest thing,” he said
Mra. Dobley tried one on and it fitied,
“Well,” she said, “you can shop better fhna
1. They ara perfectly lovely. Shopping
a perfect torment to me. The salsawomen
and men are so diragreeable on hot days.”
“T don’t know that | exactly eare for shop-
Ing,” =aid Dobley, "but when It comes ’ [ Y
It hunt, give me the scent and I axr game

-
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